
                                                                      
 

United Methodist Church    

212 West Walnut Street    

Kokomo, Indiana  46901                                                               
www.kokomograce.org 

Worship & Education Center - 219 W. Mulberry  
Offices - 212 W. Walnut 

Kokomo, IN 46901 

 
Sunday Worship:  8:15 am & 9:25 am 

 
Phone:  (765) 457-5329                 
Web page:  www.kokomograce.org 

Our Mission Statement  
 

United Methodist Church is a Christ-centered fellowship called 
to offer the best we can possibly give to God, as we care for our 
community and world throughé  
éworshiping, glorifying, and honoring God, the Father,                

 Son, and Holy Spirit.  
éinviting all to grow in the knowledge of the Lord.  
éliving a Spirit-filled life through our actions and words.  
éoffering the love of Christ to everyone. 

 

G ï Growth through making disciples of Jesus 
R ï Reaching our community and world  
A ï A family where all people can belong  
C ï Christ-centered worship and learning  
E ï Excellence for Godôs glory 

 
Ministers 

The Congregation of Grace United Methodist Church 
 

Pastors 
 Stephen A. Beutler       Stacee Fischer Gehring       Larry Newberg 
 

Our Missionaries  
Rev. Jeff Newton, Kokomo Urban Outreach Ministries  

Dr. Dennis Marke, Medical Missionary, Kissy, Sierra Leone 
Rev. Ken Vance, Missionary, Ndola, Town Center,  

Kafakumba Pastorôs School, Africa 
 

Specialized Ministries 
Barbara Hobbs, Music Ministries 

Jacque Hunt, Chamber Ensemble Director                 
Cindy Lovegrove, Office Manager 

Debbra Long, Volunteer Parish Nurse         
Phill Montgomery, Counselor 
Amanda Kelly, Childrenôs Ministry 
Carisa Durham, Childcare Provider                 
Brandy Dodd, Childcare Provider 

Amy Lovegrove, Childcare Provider 
Jeff Gehring, Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
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For it is by grace you have been saved through faith ð and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God ð not by works, so th at no one 
can boast.  For we are Godõs workmanship, created in Jesus Christ to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.ó   

Ephesians 2:8 -10 

I FOUND THE PERFECT GIFT!  

 

I must confess that Christmas shopping is not as enjoyable an experience as it used to be for me.  I 
used to look forward to it so very much.  But in recent years, it has become less and less enjoyable 
for me.   I am not completely sure why.   I delay doing it just as long as possible; however, sooner or 
later I face the fact that some of it has to be completed.   I would like to report that it is not nearly as 
bad as I have come to expect it to be, but that is not true.  It seems to me every time I go shopping 
during the holidays, there are more people who have increased tremendously in size trying to get in 
the same aisle or at the same counter at the same time.  And, it is amazing that every store I enter 
has a prophetic foresight  because everyone of them advertise that they have exactly the perfect gift 
ï just what you have been looking for whether you knew it or not, for that special someone for 
Christmas.  

 

Giving the right gift can become quite a problem, although a friend of mine from some years back 
had what I think was just about the right idea.  He gave himself away!  It wasnôt only at Christmas 
time for he practiced this all the year, but especially at Christmas he seemed to enjoy it most.  I re-
member one time he shared about going to a grocery store during the holidays and just staring at 
the Cornish hens as two older ladies shopped beside him, looking at the turkeys.  All he said was, 
ñAmazing what modern technology has done!   Look at these ï dehydrated turkeyséjust add water.ò  
He then walked away to watch their reaction to his comment.  The ladies actually checked it out  - 
until they realized he had to be joking.    Another time he walked up to some shoppers and said, 
ñWell, great to see you again!ò  He made small talk for a while and then hugged them both and said, 
ñSee you soon!ò   As we were walking away I asked who they were and he said, ñI have no idea ï 
but imagine how long they will try to remember where they met me!ò  And then he laughed and 
laughed.   

 

Often, when he would go see a movie, he would go to the counter where you buy the popcorn.  
There he would always find a child or two standing by the popcorn machine.  My friend nonchalantly 
bought one or two bags of popcorn and handed each of the little urchins one and walked away with-
out a word.  It was amazing the transformation that occurred in those little children, the popcorn ven-
dor, and perhaps the few people who had seen it happen.   

 

He seemed always to find unique ways to give himself away.  Notes, frequently unsigned, express-
ing appreciation or a compliment for little services that otherwise went unrecognized.  He developed 
a happy ability of seeing those beautiful opportunities to give himself away; and the amazing thing 
was the more he gave of himself the more he seemed to have.  His life had a beauty and a strength 
about it that seemed to grow and grow.  

  

It is hard to package, to tie a ribbon on, and impossible to put under a Christmas tree but it still 
comes out as about as near a perfect gift as I know and amazingly all of us can afford to give it.  Just 
give yourself away. 
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There will be no December Meeting of Added 
Grace as we will be traveling to Purdue. 

January Meeting: January 4, 2011 
 

For our January meeting Hazel and Galen 
Hodge will be our hosts. The meeting will be 
held in Fellowship Hall at 11:30 AM and our pro-
gram will be presented by Pastor Stacee and 
Jeff Gehring. The subject of their presentation 
will be ñThe Cathedrals of Europeò. This should 
be a very interesting subject and we encourage 
you to come to the meeting. The dinner will be 
$6.00. Make your reservations on Sunday De-
cember 26 or January 2.  You can also tele-
phone Nancy Hefley at 452-3038.  

 

(If you would like to come but need a ride call 
Nancy)  

 

Personal Notice 
 

We want to thank Nancy Hefley, Joy Loop, PJ 
Smith and all the monthly hosts of the Added 
Grace Meetings for their efforts during 2010. 
The meetings have gone very well during the 
year because of your efforts. 
Hazel and Galen Hodge 

ADDED GRACE 

Bring A Smile To A Childôs Faceé 
 

Join us for the KUO Trinity Childrenôs Christmas 
Party.  Weôll give stockings to the kids, offer piz-
za with side dishes, and most importantly a des-
sert.  Itôs a fun evening, a good way to get into 
the spirit of Christmas.  Join us on Monday, De-
cember 13

th
 at 6:00 P.M. 

 
Call the office at 457-5329 for reservations.  We 
donôt want to run short of food.  This takes the 
place of our regular meeting.  See you then.   

Rejuvenate your holiday spirit with the bright lights and 
joyful tunes of the Christmas Season! Come and see 
our Annual Animated Light Show! The Mulberry Street 
side of our Church will come to life from 6:00 pmð
10:00 pm with dancing lights each evening. Pull into the 
parking lot across the street and enjoy! 

Join us Christmas Eve 
 

Friday., December 24 

Grace United Methodist 

5:00 pm Pre-Service Music 

5:30 pm Service 
 

11:00 pm Candlelight  

Communion Service 

Order Poinsettias 
In Honor or Memory  
of a Loved One 

Orders needed by December 20 
 

Bring to church office or place in 
church offering on Sunday.  
Envelopes available. 

Poinsettias   
$15.00 
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4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ 
ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÍÅÓƜ
ÔÅÒƞ  )Ô ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎƜ
ÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÈÅÌÐ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ 
ÁÓ ) ×ÏÒË ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÆ 
ÓÅÍÉÎÁÒÙƚ 
 
-ÅÌÉÓÓÁ :ÉÍÍÅÒÍÁÎ 

We promise 

to uphold 

our church 

by our   

presence 

 

Oct 31 
202 

 

Nov 7 
217 

 

Nov 14 
227 

 

Nov 21 
218 

 
 

 

  

Giving As 

God 

Has Given 

Oct 31 
 $9,131.91 

 

Nov 7 
 $13,600.35 

 

Nov 14 
 $9,487.82 

 

Nov 21 
 $13,411.85 

 

 
 
 
 

 

To the congregation of Grace UMC,  

 

         I would like to extend my sin-

cere thanks, not only for the scholar-

ship money received this year, but for 

the past few years.   It has really helped 

lighten the burden of paying for 

school.  I would also like to thank the 

congregation for all of the support I 

have received throughout my journey 

through nursing school.   Nearing the end, 

I can't help but think that your thoughts 

and prayers have helped me get through 

the tough times.   Thank you! 

 

Sincerely,  

Katie Wall  

Thanks to all for the prayers and 
concern.  Iôm sure the prayers are 
the ñhelping handsò that I needed.  
My post-operative care is progress-
ing well, and hopefully Iôll be able to 
return to church soon.  When we 
know that so many people (and the 
Lord) are caring for us, it makes get-
ting well so much easier. 
 
Thanks so much, 
Pat Little 

December Anniversaries  

1-Wendy Daniels 
   Jon Rodgers 
   William Henderson 
   Lauren Babchuk 
   Deanna Hedges 
   Alexander Polk 
    
2-Wally Finster 
   Fran McNulty 
   Richard Elliott 
   Aidon Trainer 
 

3-Brittney Trueblood 
 

4-Joe Dunbar 
   Natalie Sanders 
 

5-Cay Kelley 
   Lucas Lahr 
 

6-Jeannie Baer 
   Frances Simpson 
 

7-Reece Wright 
 

8-Jim Hart 
   Stan Rebber 
 

10-Rhys Rayl 
     Betty Dye 
     Carol Rakestraw 
     Erin Packard 
 

11-Ele King 
 

12-Jeff Egloff 
     Brandy Dodd 
 

13-Georgeann Jackson 
     Bruce Hughes 
     Erik Auzins 
 

14-Steve Long 
 

15-Arthur Hollingsworth 
     Teresa Amos 
 

17-Norm Wilson 
     Debbra Long 
     Tegegn Ponsler 
 
 

 

19-Zakar Polk 
 

20-Jim Williams 
     Jan King 
     Dan Stout 
     Jeff Gehring 
     Heather McCauley 
 

21-Renee Roberts 
 

22-Eileen Thomas 
     George Plank 
 

24-Larry Murrell 
 

25-Eleanor Harris 
 

26-Kay Roesener 
     Katelyn Kingseed 
 

27-Alexandra Daniels 
     Kayleigh Crabtree 
     Anna Pinto 
 

28-Steven Johnson 
     Dave Osburn 
     Tom Prather 
     Julie Maupin 
     Abigail Van Horn 
     David Moss 
 

29-Arlene Buell 
     Steven Miller 
 

31-Valerie Cunningham 
     Bill White 
     Ryan Trauring 
 

5th Greg & Jayne Miller                         24 yrs 
 Jim & Michelle Trueblood  18 yrs 
6th Larry & Norma Raber   51 yrs 
16th Ron & Linda Maus   38 yrs 
19th Milt & Helen Brown    62 yrs 
 Ed & Audrey Burkhalter   46 yrs 
21st John & Joan Ingels   52 yrs 
24th Gil & Eileen Thomas    51 yrs 
28th Ralph & Jeannie Baer               60 yrs 
31th  Jim & Laurie Rayl   12 yrs 

             December Birthdays  
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SUCCESS! 
 

Trunk-or-Treat was a big success! We 
had over 420 kids come to our church 
and we gave out over 8000 pieces of 
candy!! Thank you so much to everyone 
who came out and to everyone who do-
nated candy! 

KOKOMO CHILDRENôS CHOIR 
 

Join us December 19 at 3:00 pm as the 
beautiful melodies of the Kokomo Chil-
drenôs Choir fill our sanctuary. For more 
information call First Evangelical Pres-
byterian Church at 457-8201. 

DONKEY FOR OUR CHILDREN 
 
It was a donkey that carried a very preg-
nant Mary from Nazareth to Bethlehem. 
It was a donkey that carried Jesus into 
Jerusalem on that triumphant Palm Sun-
day. It is a donkey that the Children 
have decided to buy!  A donkey is a 
wonderful gift for a struggling family. 
They can be used to transport goods to 
sell at market, carry a sick child to a far-
off clinic,  pull farm equipment, and so 
much more! They are reliable, hardwork-
ing, and can live for 30 years or more!  A 
donkey costs $225 through Heifer Inter-
national ï and the kids have already col-
lected nearly $200! So if you have some 
spare change ï just look for a child or 
our ócowô bottle, to donate it for our don-
key! Thanks to all of you for your sup-
port! 

Did you know that the Childrenôs 
Department has its own newslet-
ter?  It is called Family Currents 
and contains all kinds of articles 
for families ï even recipes! Feel 
free to pick up a copy in the Chil-
drenôs Area, or if youôd like to be 
on our mailing list, just call the 
office and ask to be added! You 
can also access the newsletter 
from the churchôs website. 

 

December 5  UMYF  
   6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

 

December 11 UMYF 
   6:30 pmð8:00 pm 

    

December 18-19 UMYF Lock-In 
   6:30 pm  

9b5h²a9b¢ ![9w¢ 

Life Insurance is to insure your  
families future.  The Endowment fund 
is to ensure your churches future. 
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 Grace UMW News . . . . . 

CDôs are available for the 
Worship Serviceôs.  Contact 
the church office for more  
information (457 -5329). 
 

NEW UMW BOOK 

 

Enjoy a book about a spiritual journey with kids.  
ñPLAY WITH MEò is written by 2 friends to in-
spire moms in everyday activities.  In the jour-
ney through life, youôll find it can connect wom-
en to God in spiritual ways.  This book includes 
poems, prayers, and recipes (pumpkin pan-
cakes) to share.  You will also find ñ10 ways to 
make your children laugh.ò  You can check this 
book out of the Childrenôs Library. 

World Thank Offering 
 

Upcoming Events 
Tues., Dec. 7 - Salad Carry-In 
Sat., Dec. 11 - Sweet Roll Making Day 
Sun., Dec. 12 - Mini Bazaar and Sweet Roll Sale 

Salad Carry-In Christmas 
Dinner 

 

December 7th at 6:30 pm is the Salad Carry-In 
Dinner. All ladies are asked to bring salads or 
desserts to share. We will install our 2011 UMW 
officers and weôll be entertained in the spirit of 
the season by pianist Becky Dean and vocalist 
Pam England. This is an opportunity to enjoy an 
evening of food, fun and fellowship and take a 
relaxing break from the hustle of the holiday 
season.  

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Mini-Bazaar / Sweet Roll 
Sale 

 

December 12th is the day of our Winter Mini-
Bazaar and Sweet Roll Sale after worship in 
Fellowship Hall. Weôll need your donations of 
crafts and sweet treats to sell. Also, Lois 
Hunkler will be accepting donations of money to 
cover the cost of ingredients for the rolls. The 
rolls will be made on Saturday, December 11th 
in the morning so if youôd like to help, please 
see Lois.  

 

DONôT FORGET TO STOP AND SHOP! 

At the annual World Thank Offering Meeting 
Julia Mills spoke to the ladies about the Head 
Start Care Closet. Here you see Julia and UMW 
Social Action representative Lois Hunkler stand-
ing before a collection of sweat pants donated  
to the Care Closet.  
 

Also at the meeting the ladies voted to give 
the following monetary donations to local 
missions: 
 

Pastorôs Discretionary Fund - $500.00  
KUO - $500.00 
Crossings - $500.00     
MUFF - $1,150.00 
Headstart Care Closet - $184.00   
CAM - $1,000.00 
KRM/Open Arms (for Study Bibles) - $250.00 

We Support Local Missions. 
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PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD... 
 

The music department has been busy prepar-
ing:  for Celebration of Light, for Advent, for All 
Choir Sunday, December 12, for handbells at 
Markland Mall on December 18, and for Christ-
mas Eve.  Musicians work overtime this time of 
the year ï but we love it!  Because God speaks 
to us through our music and our hope is that 
you will hear God speaking to you also.  This 
Advent, be sure to listen to the music, and pre-
pare your heart for the birth of Christ. 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING! 
 

Come to the church at 5:30 pm on December 19 
to go caroling to our homebound members.  We 
will divide into small groups to sing favorite car-
ols then meet back at the church for hot cocoa!  
Letôs spread the love of Christ this Christmas!!   
If you have someone special you would like us 
to carol, contact Barb Hobbs at 452-3159 or 457
-5329. 

   

VESPER HANDBELLS 
 

Saturday, December 18, the Vesper Handbells 
will be performing at the Markland MalL at 10:30 
am.  Please come out and help the Vesper  
Handbells celebrate Christmas with the commu-
nity. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Please make sure the church of-
fice has your winter address, 
phone and dates you plan to be 
gone.  You may call the office at 
(765) 457-5329; mail the info to 
212 W. Walnut, Kokomo IN 46901; 
or email us at:   
kokomograce@kokomograce.org 

2011  
Altar Flowers 
Schedule 

 

See Angela Stamper 
in Fellowship Hall 
or call her at  
765-457-6716.  

DO YOU KNOW???? 
 

Chrismons are not just for Advent. Have 
you noticed the number of Chrismons rep-
resented in our stained glass windows?  
The large west window has the anchor.  
The large east window has the cross and 
crown, and the north window has the jew-
eled crown.  The Methodist Cross and 
Flame, a relatively new Chrismon, is cen-
tral to the design of the window near the 
Mulberry St. entrance. The chapel windows 
are full of Chrismons. Each window has a 
unique stained glass cross plus several 
painted Chrismons.  The windows in the 
chapel represent the birth of Jesus, the 
crucifixion and resurrection, and the four 
rites of the church -- baptism, communion, 
marriage, and the consecration of the 
dead.  
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Dec 5        Pastor Steve Beutler 
        ñThe First Key to the Kingdomò 

      

Dec 12      Rev Stacee Fisher Gehring 
                  

Dec 19      Pastor Steve Beutler  
  ñKnock, KnockðHeôs There!ò 

       

Dec 26      Festival of Caroling & Singing 
(No 8:15 am Service or Sunday School) 

December Preaching Schedule 

TRANSFORMATIONAL TRAINING  
TOOLS EVENT 

 

This is the name of the North Central District 
Leadership Event scheduled for Saturday, Jan-
uary 15 which has been previously an-
nounced.  Registration will start at 8:30 a.m. 
with the event starting at 9:00 a.m. running until 
12:15 p.m. at Christ UMC, 318 N. Union, West-
field.  A full list of the workshops will be an-
nounced later. 

  

Information will also be shared regarding the 
North Central District Work Day, "Connecting 
with Community," scheduled for Satruday, April 
30. 

  

Please mark your church calendars for these 
two District events!  

FFH CONCERT 
IN PICTURES 

Pictures provided by Lee Flasche, Val Harris 
and Jan Wall. 

IMPORTANT TAX TIP 
 

For contributions to be counted 
as a gift in 2010, it must either 
be in the church office by De-
cember 31st or it must be 
mailed to the church with a 
postmark of December 31st or 
before.  There is no ñgrace pe-
riodò on this with the IRS! 


